
 Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
Arlington, WA 

www.arlingtonwachurch.org 

Our purpose: Celebrate, cultivate and share God’s love. 

Semi-annual Congregational Meeting and Vote: 
The Semi-annual Congregational Meeting will be held on 
Sunday, July 12th at 11:00a.m. in the gym. There will be a  
congregational vote for the purpose of approving the changes 
to the constitution. Please plan to attend. 
 
 

Religious Education Committee meeting June 7th at 9:15am 
in the gym. Contact Judy Donoghue for more information.  
 

Mark Your Calendar!  Fellowship No-Host Lunch, Tuesday, June 
9th at the Pizza Factory in downtown Arlington on 509 West Ave at 
12:00pm. Come join us! 
 

Preschool Fundraisers: We have a Red Robin fundraising 
opportunity. Our Saviour's Preschool will receive 20% of 
fundraiser sales during this event. Participate on June 5th, 
2026 by ordering online at redrobin.com/order & select            
restaurant 16814 Twin Lakes Ave, Marysville, WA 98271 or 
by visiting this Red Robin location and showing the event  
flyer (page 7) or mentioning the fundraiser at checkout. 
 

Money raised from this fundraiser will go into our Tuition  
Assistance fund as well and Classroom Enhancements - we 
have some fun items on our wish list that we'd love to add to 
our classroom this year.  Please share this flyer (page 7) with 
friends and  family and social  media - Thank you for all your                 
support!!  
 

Preschool Fundraiser: We have a MOD Pizza fundraising 
opportunity.  Our Saviour's Preschool will receive 25% of 
fundraiser sales* during this fundraiser. Participate on June 
12, 2026 by ordering online using the code MODGIVES25 
or by visiting this MOD location 2425 172nd St NE 
Marysville, WA 98271 and showing this fundraiser flyer 
(page 8) or mentioning the fundraiser at checkout. 
 

 

Exciting Times!  Our Garage Sale is fast approaching 
(Saturday, June 13th) and we find we are in need of a little help 
from congregation members.  1) More sellers to participate - we 
would like this to be a HUGE sale and to do so we need a few more 
sellers with tables.  It's not too late, sign up and help us raise funds 
for our parking lot improvements.  2) People willing to post yard 
signs in their yards next week.  The signs will be available for pick 
up Sunday after worship.  3)  Volunteers to help set up for the sale - 
Friday June 12th from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.; 4) Volunteers to help 
work the garage sale (greeters, cashiers, security, lunch prep, etc.); 
5) Clean up following garage sale (3:00-4:00 p.m.).  Your help and 
support are appreciated!  The Fellowship Committee. Church 
Garage Sale, Saturday June 13, 2026 9:00am-3:00pm.  
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Pastor John Schraan 
 

 The book of Acts tells the story of what God has done in the life, death, resurrection, 
and ascension of Jesus as the early followers of “the way” have their lives reoriented by the 
Spirit.  Paul was on his own way, when the risen Jesus appeared to him.  After 
this encounter, Paul recharted his course from a persecutor to a proponent of Jesus.    
 
 This would not be the only time his plans are upended, however. A man from         
Macedonia appeared to Paul in the dream pleading with him for help.  In response, 

Paul changes            direction and heads to Phillipi.  Here he meets Lydia, a woman of faith and financial means 
who supports his ministry extending hospitality.  A new community is formed, and their relationship and support 
of Paul continue as he returns to his travels.    
 
 Along the way, Paul finds himself in prison.  While there, he writes to the people he knows at Phillipi in a 
letter that we know as Philippians.  The circumstances were difficult, bleak, and yet Paul abounds in joy, felicity, 
and thanksgiving for what God has done in Jesus and for the ways this news shapes how the Philippians live.  
 
 Church reformer, Martin Luther introduces the letter like this:   
 
 “In this epistle St. Paul praises and admonishes the Philippians that they abide and carry on in the true 
faith and increase in love. But since injury is always done to faith by false apostles and teachers of works, he 
warns them against these men and points out to them many different preachers—some good, some bad—
including even  himself and his disciples, Timothy and Epaphroditus. This he does in chapters 1 and 2.  
 
 In chapter 3 he rejects that human righteousness not based on faith, which is taught and held by the false 
apostles. He offers himself as an example: he had lived gloriously in this kind of righteousness, and yet now 
holds it to be nothing, for the sake of the righteousness of Christ. For human righteousness makes the belly 
its god, and makes men enemies of the cross of Christ.  
 In chapter 4 he exhorts them to peace and good outward conduct toward each other, and thanks them for 
the gift they sent him.”  
  
 How might this letter function among us?  Although there is a lot of bleakness in our global and local         
circumstances, perhaps we can be prompted to thanksgiving, joy, and felicity even amid circumstances beyond 
our control.  
  
 To that end: Thank You!    
 Thank you for supporting our roof replacement.  We can gather for worship and host events with-
out worry of mold or water damage.   
Thank you for the energy and support shown to our renewed effort organize our gifts of time and talent.  
 Thank you choir, cantors, lectors, instrumentalists, greeters, ushers, tech booth volunteers.  Thank you 
Worship Team for planning and thoughtful ideas.    
 
 I am thankful for the opportunity to celebrate the recent Baptisms of Lucas and Carson, Affirm the           
Baptisms of Riley and Lillian.    
  
These are just a few ways I see the letter of Philippians at work among us.  How about you?   For what are you 
thankful?  What brings you joy?  How do you see Jesus at work?  Drop me an e-mail and let me know!  
  
  
Luther, Martin. Luther’s Works, Vol. 35: Word and Sacrament I. Edited by Jaroslav Jan Pelikan et al., Fortress 
Press, 1999, p. 385.  
  
  
God’s Peace,   Pastor John Schraan 
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Mission Circle will be meeting June 2nd & 16th. We will be meeting the first Tuesday in July (7/2) 
and August (8/4). Again this year we have focused on providing quilts, school kits and baby care 
kits. The kits and quilts are sent to Lutheran World Relief twice yearly in the spring and fall. For 
questions or interest please contact Beth Husted or the church office. 
 
Mission Circle School Kits. We are in need of donations of school supplies to fill backpack 

school kits to send to Lutheran World Relief for children who are living in poverty:  
• 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, approximately 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper  
• Wooden 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other  
• Pencil sharpener with shaving holder 
• Pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)  
• Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band  
• Black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band  
• Box of 16 crayons  
• 2 ½” eraser  
There is a box marked “School Kit Supplies” in the entryway where you can place any items.  Monetary    
donations are also welcome. Please make checks payable to “Our Saviour’s Mission Circle” and on the 
memo line designate “Backpack School Kits.”  For any questions, please contact Deb Isler or the church        
office. 
 

Men’s Coffee Fellowship will meet here at the church on Wednesday, June 10th & 24th , 
July 8th & 22nd at 10am. We will exchange stories, drink some java, and eat some            
pastries. For more information, please contact Jim Kjargaard or the church office. 

 
Meal Project: This project is now administered through the Volunteers of America. OSLC will provide 
"Grab and Go" meals on June 16th, Sharon Billdt, Barb Chamberlin and Beth & Greg Husted will prepare the 
meals. July 21st Robin Barker will prepare the meals. The meals will be delivered to the Arlington                       
Community Resource  Center.  

 
Phoebe Circle Phoebe is a bible study group for women that meets on the third Thursday of the 
month. This month, Phoebe Circle will meet on Thursday June 18th and July 16th  at 10:00 am in 
the classroom at OSLC. Phoebe Circle is always  welcoming to new people.  If you have any 
questions, contact  Sally Shinstrom or the church office. 

 
Comfort Squad meets on the 4th Friday of each month. Join us on June 26th and July 24th. All 
are welcome. For more info, please contact Jan Hopson or the church office.  
 
 
 

Outreach To The Vulnerable Team: How can we help with those who need shelter, warmth and food? By                
providing food items such as canned meat, peanut butter, energy bars, or other non-perishable items that take 
little or no preparation. You can drop off these items at church from 9am to 2pm Monday to Thursday and I 
will take them to the  Arlington Community Resource Center. For questions or more  suggestions on how 
you can help please call me: Bob Zerbel or the church office. Thank you.   
 

Josephine Caring Community – Birdseed Donation needed. Our residents have established beloved  
friendships with the birds who visit feeders outside their windows.  Some have even named their                        
companions!  We would  appreciate your donation of bird seed to keep these feeders filled. Please feel free to 
drop off bags to Josephine or send checks designated for birdseed. There is a donation box located in the 
Narthex here at Our Saviour’s as well.  We are deeply grateful for whatever you are able to provide! Contact 
Toni Forsman or the church office for more information. 
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Peace Lutheran: Vacation  Bible School  is set for 
June 30th through July 2nd  5:00 pm to 8pm. The night 
begins with dinner and then moves into story time, 
crafts, games, and crafts. Then we end the night around 
the campfire with smores and more music. If you would 
like to volunteer to lead a group or be apart of the               
teaching team we would love to have you!  For any 
questions or if you’d like to help with VBS, please          
contact Mary Fuentes at mjfsilvana@hotmail.com   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SUMER CAMPS 

mailto:mjfsilvana@hotmail.com
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Graduate Recognition  
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CHILDCARE NEWS             

by Patti Horning, Program Supervisor  

The Messenger                                                                                  Page 6                        

Preschool News 
by Jennifer Ess, Director 

 

Another year of preschool has come to an end.  As always, to see the growth that happened this year at 
Preschool brings a sense of pride and joy to the preschool team.  We are sad to see the children leave for 
Kindergarten but know they will do great things!  We are excited to see familiar faces again this fall and 
look forward to making connections with our new families that will be calling Our Saviour’s Preschool 
home.  We have a few openings in both our 3 and 2 day classes for the fall.  We also have a 5 day option 
for families wanting a little more learning time before Kindergarten.  
 

Both classes ended the year with fun outdoor days, complete with bubbles, chalk, and everyone’s                  
favorite – popsicles!  We also had wonderful celebration days. The students performed their songs and 
poems beautifully for their families.  We finished the celebrations with a fun slideshow and lots of             
pictures, hugs, and more than a few tears before saying goodbye for the summer.  The teachers have the 
room prepped and ready for the fall, and for tours that may happen over the summer.  Feel free to stop in 
and see some of the activities the students do during their preschool day!  
 

I would like to say THANK YOU to everyone for their continued support of the preschool program here 
at Our Saviour’s.  We wouldn’t be here without so many people and all they do for us.  Thank you to the 

church members who continue to pray for the program and bless us with gifts – and step in to fix things 

when we need help.  Thank you to Pastor John for chapel time, being our tech wizard when needed, and 

supporting the children and their families.  Thank you to the Learning Center Board members for your 
support throughout the year.  Thank you to the families who call Our Saviour’s Preschool home.  And a 

HUGE thank you to the amazing preschool team – Mrs. L, Miss Aura, and Miss Melissa – this program 

would not be the same without you and all you do!  I am so fortunate to work with such an amazing                

preschool team. 

CHILDCARE NEWS             

by Patti Horning, Program Supervisor  

Childcare News             
by Melissa Hackworth, Program Supervisor  

 
Teacher Appreciation Week was fantastic! Each day was a fun little surprise including having the 
teacher’s favorite drinks delivered from Clover Coffee and getting to enjoy lunch one day from 
the Stilly Diner, it was so good! Our families spoiled us as well.  We feel incredibly blessed to 
have such caring families!   
School is almost out, and our summer schedules will begin.  We are planning in-house activities 
for our school-age children along with a few outings and are looking forward to spending a lot of 
time outside in the sunshine!  For our younger age groups, we will also spend a lot of time               
outside doing various activities, including water play which they love!  

2 Day Class 3 Day Class 
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Baptism: May 24th we had the great joy and privilege of celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Baptism for 
Lucas & Carson Monty. Lucas & Carson are the children of Erik & Ashley Monty. We welcome Lucas 
& Carson into God’s family and the body of Christ at Our Saviour’s!  
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Affirmation of Baptism/Confirmation was celebrated  on May 24th for Riley Ess and Lillian Schraan  
during worship. Lillian and Riley have completed the three-year Confirmation program which            
includes a study of the Lord’s Prayer, Ten Commandments, Apostles’ Creed and the Sacraments 
from Martin Luther’s catechism and an overview of the Bible. They are now ready to publicly       
affirm, or say “yes”, to their baptism, be Confirmed as adult members of the church and be                  
commissioned into a ministry. Come and celebrate with their families!  
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 June 2026 From the June edition of The Spirit  

 

From the Bishop:    

             

What is the Bible? Some say the Bible is a book that dropped down from heaven           
completely written. Some say the Bible is nothing but a bunch of stories from long ago 
that don’t matter. Neither of these are accurate. Instead, what we as Lutherans believe, 

is that the Bible is a sacred and holy book because through its 66 books – the stories, poems, history,               
laments, letters, and more – the Bible points us toward Jesus. Jesus, the One who reveals God’s grace,            
mercy, justice, and love for the world. 

As Lutherans, we understand that the center of the Bible is always Jesus. Martin Luther famously said that 
when we read scripture, we should ask, “Does it show Christ?” In other words, does this verse or passage  
reveal God made known in Jesus? Does it move us toward peace, wholeness, reconciliation, forgiveness, and 
love? Or is it being twisted to justify oppression, cruelty, and exclusion? Luther believed that faithful people 
do not simply quote isolated verses. We are to wrestle with scripture honestly and faithfully always through 
the lens of Jesus. 

Luther also insisted that scripture must interpret scripture. No single verse stands alone. Every verse and  
passage and book is meant to be in conversation with the broader arc of scripture – with the prophets, the 
gospels, the letters, and, especially, with the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. This means we read the 
Bible seriously, but not literally. We pay attention to context, history, genre, and the larger witness of God’s 
love. When a verse seems to pull us toward harm or violence, we are called to read the passage again, asking 
whether the interpretation is consistent with God as revealed in Jesus. 

I chose to write on how to read the Bible because, quite frankly, what the bible is and biblical interpretation 
matters deeply right now. I see scripture being selectively quoted by people in power to dehumanize and 
scapegoat vulnerable communities, glorify wealth and power, and distort sacred texts into slogans. Verses 
are being lifted out of context while the broader witness of Jesus’ life is ignored. 

Earlier this year, I watched a recruitment video for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security that opened 
with helicopters flying overhead and the words from Matthew 5:9 on the screen: Blessed are the                     
peacemakers. What followed were images of heavily armed men in tactical gear carrying weapons, breaking 
down doors, and carrying out violent raids against immigrants. I could not help but notice how far this              
imagery stands from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, the very place from which that verse is taken. 

On the eve of the 250th anniversary of this country, I pray that we would reject the misuse of scripture and 
instead read scripture faithfully so that we might follow Jesus more closely. I pray that we would 
acknowledge our own complicity, resist the temptation towards power or fear, care for those who are                 
vulnerable, and stand up and speak out truthfully and prophetically. 

Let us return to the prophets who call for justice and care for the poor. Let us return to the Sermon on the 
Mount where Jesus blesses the meek, the merciful, and the peacemakers. Let us return to the cross, where 
God rejected violence and domination as the final word. Let us rejoice in the resurrection, where hope,             
mercy, and love rise again even in the midst of fear and despair. Let us read scripture faithfully and let us  
follow Jesus. 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | bishop@lutheransnw.org 
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Thank you for giving to Our Saviour’s! 

Month Actual Giving Budget Goal Difference Actual 
Expenses 

April * * * * 

Y.T.D.  
(July-Apr.) 

* * * * 

The budget year runs from January 1, 2026—December 31, 2026 
* Not available at time of printing. 

June & July Worship Servers 

Minutes of the monthly Church Council meeting and the Financial Report Summary are posted 
on the  office bulletin board for all to read. You can also request a copy be sent to you by email 
or mail. Contact the church office at (360) 435-8921 or office@arlingtonwachurch.org 

June 7 14 21 28 

Lectors 
Tammy DeWard Kathy Stuehrenberg Alyce Riddle Kirstie Smith 

Ushers/ 
Hosts 

John & Sharon Billdt Steve & Liz Moore 
Vance & Tammy 

DeWard 
Hart Family 

Communion 
Assistants 

Judy Donoghue 
Kerry Graves 

Rohde Family 
Howard & Sharon 

Knoepfle 
Ron & Kathy 
 Thordarson 

Flowers 
Judy Donoghue 

Vance & Tammy  
DeWard 

Nancy Yonker Barb Chamberlin 

Teller Karen Crone 
Sharron Knutson 

Max Maxwell 
Kathy Thordarson 

Sharon Knoepfle 
Judy Phillips 

Jan Hopson 
Kerry Graves 

Worship Techs Max Maxwell 
Sally Shinstrom 

Max Maxwell 
Sally Shinstrom 

Max Maxwell 
Greg Husted 

Max Maxwell 
 

Coffee Hour Phoebe Circle Men’s Fellowship Mission Circle  

Lock Up Judy Donoghue Deb Isler  Deb Isler 

     

July 5 12 19 26 

Lectors Kathy Thordarson Barb Chamberlin Carol Lindenmuth Jamie Smith 

Ushers/ 
Hosts 

    

Communion 
Assistants 

Ron & Kathy 
 Thordarson 

Judy & Burke Phillips 
Ron & Kathy 
 Thordarson 

Howard & Sharon 
Knoepfle 

Flowers 
Judy & Burke Phillips  

Vance & Tammy 
DeWard 

 

Teller Karen Crone 
Kathy Thordarson 

Sharon Knoepfle 
Judy Phillips 

Jan Hopson 
Kerry Graves 

Sharon Knoepfle 
Max Maxwell 

Worship 
Techs 

    

Lock Up     

Worship Attendance for  
May 2026 

    
 In person Online 
 
3rd:         67  61 
 
10th:       71  52 
           
17th:       78  43     
 
24th:      70                



June 2026 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 
 
9:00a Mission  
Circle  

3 4 
 
6:00p Men’s               
Basketball  

5 6 

7 
 
10:00a Worship 
11:00a Coffee & 
          Conversation 
4p Men’s Basketball  

8 9 10 
 
10:00a Men’s           
Fellowship 

11 
 
6:00p Men’s               
Basketball  

12 
 
5:30pm Church 
Garage Sale 
Set up 

13 
 
9:00am-3:00pm 
Church Garage 
Sale 

14 Graduate Sunday 
 
10:00a Worship 
11:00a Coffee & 
          Conversation 
4p Men’s Basketball  

15 16 
 
9:00a Mission  
Circle  
 
7:00p Learning 
Center Board 
Mtg  
 

17 18 
 
10:00a Phoebe 
Circle 
 
 
6:00p Men’s               
Basketball  

19 20 

21 Father’s Day 
 
10:00a Worship 
11:00a Coffee & 
          Conversation 
11:30a Finance Mtg 
4p Men’s Basketball  

22 23 24 
 
10:00a Men’s           
Fellowship 

25 
 
6:00p Men’s               
Basketball  

26 
 
10:00a Comfort 
Squad  

27 

28 
 
10:00a Worship 
11:00a Coffee & 
          Conversation 
4p Men’s Basketball  

29 30     
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“ Happy Birthday to you …”     “Happy Anniversary!” 
 

2    Mark Lilgreen, Jr.    
3 Rolland Stewart   
11 Steve Barker 
12 Bob (Max) Maxwell  
16  Carl Larson 
16  Allen Larson 
19   Ernie Chamberlin 
26   Barbara Chamberlin 
28   Diana Breon    
28   Judy Phillips             
29   Merilyn McClure 
29 Robert Jacobson 
30 Jesse Stewart 

2 Lyle & Laura Kellogg 
6 John & Sharon Billdt 
19 Mark & Cindy Lilgreen 
25 Greg & Beth Husted 
28 Burke & Judy Phillips 



July 2026 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 2 
 
6:00p Men’s               
Basketball  

3 
 

4 Fourth of July 

5 
 
10:00a Worship 
11:00a Coffee & 
          Conversation 
4p Men’s Basketball  

6 7 
9:00a Mission  
Circle  

8 
 
10:00a Men’s           
Fellowship 

9 
 
6:00p Men’s               
Basketball  

10 11 

12 
 
10:00a Worship 
11:00a Coffee & 
          Conversation 
4p Men’s Basketball  

13 14 15 16 
 
10:00a Phoebe  
Circle 
 
 
6:00p Men’s               
Basketball  

17 18 
 
3:00pm-4:30pm 
Ice Cream Social 

19 
 
10:00a Worship 
11:00a Coffee & 
          Conversation 
4p Men’s Basketball  

20 21 
 
7:00p Learning 
Center Board 
Mtg  

22 
 
10:00a Men’s           
Fellowship 

23 
 
5:30p Church  
Council 
 
6:00p Men’s               
Basketball  

24 
 
10:00a Comfort 
Squad  

25 

26 
 
10:00a Worship 
11:00a Coffee & 
          Conversation 
4p Men’s Basketball  

27 28 29 30 
 
6:00p Men’s               
Basketball  

31  
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“ Happy Birthday to you …” 
4 Jan Hopson 
5 Bentley Baker 
5    Hope Morgan 
6    Skip Smith 
8    Vance DeWard  
9 Henry Schraan 
11 Greg Husted 
20  John Schraan 
22 Darcy Larson 
23  Tammy DeWard 
23 Linda Jodock  
29  Ron Gierhan 
31  John Parduhn 
 
 
 

“Happy Anniversary!”  
 3  Jonas & Sue Andersson 
 7  Kevin & Jennifer Ess 
16  Jim & Kathy Kjargaard 
16 Vance & Tammy DeWard 
27 Allen & Darcy Larson  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Did we forget you?  If 
your special date is not 
listed here, first, forgive 
us!  Then, call the office 
so that we can update our 
database.  Thanks!    



 

Our purpose: Celebrate, cultivate and share God’s love. 
Our values: Welcoming, Compassion, Serving, Respect. 
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Show Love 


